PRACTICAL ASPECTS AFTER DEATH
Registering a death

· Within 5 days

· Need the death certificate 

· Helpful if have birth certificate & marriage/civil partnership certificate

· Easier if at the register office in the same area in which the person died

· Usually a relative and if not the registrar would only allow another person to do this if there were no relatives available

· You receive a green form called Certificate for Burial or Cremation
· You also receive a Certificate of Registration of Death (to claim benefits only)
Death Certificate

· May need copies for insurance policies/financial purposes

· Cheaper to get copies immediately

Removing a body from England/Wales

· Must notify the coroner (incl. moving it to Scotland or Overseas)

· Usually 4 days from notification before body can be moved unless fast-tracked

Donating their body for research/education

· The person must have decided in writing to do this prior to death

The Funeral

· Find out if the will makes any requests for funeral arrangements but do not have to follow these instructions

· The person arranging the funeral is responsible for paying the bill

· The Social Fund can help with a one-off payment for low income families

· Do not have to use a funeral director but it is easier

· Will need the green form
Cremation

· Must know the cause of death

· Need 2 Cremation Certificates signed by 2 doctors (must pay for these)

· Inform crematorium the plan for the ashes

Burial

· Need a death certificate and a Certificate for Burial
· Need a Deed of Grant which shows a grave space has been paid for

Other tasks

· The will / finances (probate)
· Contact the bereavement register to remove name from mailing lists

· If no relatives the estate will go to The Crown

· Contact the Bereavement Benefit Scheme if needed
